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1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system for a child car seat in a 

i 

vehicle, the system comprising a child car seat in combination with a connecting strap, 
the child car seat being of a type which can either be rearward or forward facing and 
having a plurality of parallel Aligned strap paths comprising at least a front strap path ^ 
and a rear strap path for use iwhen the seat is in the forward facing position and a front -m 
st r a p path for use when the ateat i s in the rearward facing position, the connecting strap ■«» 
comprising latches at either e|nd thereof and which are adapted to engage with latching 
bars on the vehicle, the connecting strap passing through and being permanently fixed 
in [[a]] one of the plurality of I strap [[duct]] paths in the child car seat, the connecting 
strap being sufficiently long tlhat respective ends extending from each side of the strap ^ 
duct can pass through strap path in which the strap is permanently fixed, can also pass 
through, and extend out the opposite sides of the front strap path [[for use]] when the 
child car seat is in the rearward facing position or pass through and extend out the 
opposite sides of the rear stiiap path for use when the child car seat is in the forward ^ 
facing position. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the 
connecting strap [[duct]] passes through and is [[one of]] permanently fixed in the rear ■s* 

> 

strap path and the fro nt s trap path , 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the « 
st r ap duel is the rear strap path whereby when the r e stra i ning connecting strap is used ^ 
for the forward facing position the strap extends directly to the latch bars and when the 
seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is crossed through the front strap 
path and then extends to the! latch bars. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the 
st r ap duct i s th e front strap path wh e reby when the r es train i ng connecting strap is used ^ 
for the rearward facing position the strap extends directly to the latch bars and when the 
seat is used in the forward facing position the strap is crossed through the rear strap 
path and then extends to thel latch bars. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the 
connecting strap [[duct]] is permanently affixed in an intermediate strap path which is ^ 
a separate path across the seat between the front strap path and the rear strap path 
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whereby when the r e straining connecting strap is used for the forward facing position 
the strap is crossed through the rear strap path and then extend to the latch bars and 
when the seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is crossed through the 
front strap path and then extends to the latch bars. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the 
connecting strap is fixed intoi one of the front and rear strap [[duct]] path by rivets. ^ 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
the connecting strap includes a length adjuster at one or both ends. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
the latches are arranged to engage, in one orientation only, with the latching bars in the 
motor vehicle. 

« 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of restraining a child car seat in a 
vehicle comprising a child car seat in combination with a connecting strap, the child car 
seat being of a type which can either be rearward or forward facing and having a re&t ^ 
strap oath for us e wh e n the s l eat is i n th e forwa r d facing position artd -a- frorrt plurality of » 
parallel aligned strap oaths comprising at least a front strap path and a rear strap path 

for use when the seat is in the rearward facing position, the connecting strap passing 
through and being permanently fixed in [[a]] one of the plurality of parallel aligned strap 
[[duct]] paths in the child car fseat and having portions extending from each side of the ^ 
respective strap path in which the strap [[duct]] is permanently fixed, and latches at 
either end thereof which are [adapted to engage with latching bars on the vehicle, the 
method including the steps of passing respective extending portions of the connecting 
strap through either the rear br the front strap path from opposite sides and in at least ^ 
the rearward facing position. ! crossing each other and extending out the opposite side ^ 
of the rear or front strap pdth for us e wh e n ■ tire - child car seat is in the forward or 
rearward fac i ng pos i t i on r e sp e ctively . 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein further ^ 
comprising the step of fixing fie connecting strap duct is in the rear strap path whereby 
when the r e stra i ning connecting strap is used for the forward facing position the strap ^ 
extends directly to the latchibars and when the seat is used in the rearward facing 

■ 
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position the strap is crossed through the front strap path and then extends to the latch 
bars. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein the connecting t» 
strap [[duct]] is fixed [[is]J in the front strap path whereby when the restraining strap is ^ 
used for the rearward facing position the strap extends directly to the latch bars and 
when the seat is used in thei forward facing position the strap is crossed through the 
rear strap path and then extends to the latch bars. 

1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein the connecting ^ 
strap [[duct]] is fixed in a separat e an intermediate strap path across the seat between •** 
the front strap path and the rear strap path whereby when the restraining strap is used 

for the forward facing position the strap crossed through the rear strap path and then 
extends to the latch bars andlwhen the seat is used in the rearward facing position the 
strap is crossed through the front strap path and then extends to the latch bars. 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein the latches 
are arranged to engage, in one orientation only, with the latching bars in the motor 
vehicle. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein the connecting 
strap is fixed into the respective one of the plurality of strap [[duct]] paths by rivets. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
connecting strap includes a length adjuster at one or both ends. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system for a child car seat in a 
vehicle, the child car seat beirig of a type which can either be rearward or forward facing 
and having a rear strap path fbr use when the seat is in the forward facing position and 
a front strap path aligned parallel to the rear strap path for use when the seat is in the 
rearward facing position, the (connecting system including a connecting strap having 
latches at either end thereof Iwhich are adapted to engage with latching bars on the 
vehicle, the connecting strap passing through and being permanently fixed in the rear 
strap path, the connecting strap being sufficiently long that respective ends extending 
from each side of the rear strfcip path can be passed also through the front strap path 
from opposite sides to cross aiid to extend out the opposite sides of the front strap path ^ 
for use when the child car seat is in the rearward facing position. 
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17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of restraining a child car seat in a 
vehicle, the child car seat being of a type which can either be rearward or forward facing 
and having a rear strap path for use when the seat is in the forward facing position and 

a front strap path aligned parallel to the rear strap oath for use when the seat is in the -a 
rearward facing position, a connecting strap passing through and being permanently 
fixed in the rear strap path aind having portions extending from each side of the rear 
strap path and latches at eithler end thereof which are adapted to engage with latching 
bars on the vehicle, the method including the steps of passing respective extending 
portions of the connecting strap through the front strap path from opposite sides and 
crossing each other and extending out the opposite side of the front strap path for use 
when the child car seat is in the rearward facing position. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A child car seat for use in a vehicle in a vehicle, 
the child car seat being of a type which can either be rearward or forward facing and 
having a [[rear]] first strap pa|th for use when the seat is in the forward facing position -bo 
and a [[front]] second strap path alig ned parallel to the first strap path for use when the ^ 
seat is in the rearward facing) position, a connecting strap having latches at either end 
thereof and which are adapted to engage with latching bars on the vehicle, the 
connecting strap passing through and being permanently fixed in [[a]] one of the first -s* 
strap [[duct]] oath and t he second strap path , the connecting strap being sufficiently 
long that respective ends extending from each side of the strap [[duct]] path in which ^ 
the strap is permanently fixed can extend also through and out the opposite [[side]] ™ 
Sides of the pther of the [[front]] first and second strap path for use when the child car ^ 
seat is in the rearward facing (position . 

19-25. (CANCELED) ! 
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